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The Wolfsonian-FIU Receives Landmark Collection Preservation Grant
from the National Endowment for the Humanities

Nearly $350,000 awarded to safeguard and protect rare and fragile collection materials

Proactive care plan is in direct response to climate challenges and accessibility goals

MIAMI BEACH (September 2, 2021) — The Wolfsonian-FIU is pleased to announce that a critical part of its
ambitious, multi-year collection preservation plan has been chosen for full funding under the National Endowment for the
Humanities’ Sustaining Cultural Heritage Collections Grant. As one of just 13 selected proposals, the $349,646 project
begins October 1, 2021, and will address challenges posed by the museum’s large and varied collection, its historic
buildings, and South Florida’s subtropical climate.

The NEH grant provides support to pursue a sustainable preservation strategy for several components of the
Wolfsonian collection, most notably works on paper, photographs, and textiles. Currently stored offsite and often
requested, items will be moved to the museum’s main building, where they will be housed in newly installed compact
shelving, flat files, and cold storage. The result will be an onsite storage configuration that offers a more suitable
environment for these works and improves access for students, researchers, and the public.

“We are grateful our partners at the NEH recognize the pressing need to take immediate action in preserving our
collection for generations to come,” said Wolfsonian acting director Casey Steadman. “Their support will open up
more of the collection beyond the circles of curators and scholars.”
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About The Wolfsonian-Florida International University

The Wolfsonian-FIU is a museum, library, and research center that uses objects to illustrate the persuasive power of art and design, to explore what
it means to be modern, and to tell the story of social, historical, and technological changes that have transformed our world. Our holdings comprise
more than 200,000 items dating from 1850 to 1950—the height of the Industrial Revolution through the aftermath of the Second World War—in a
variety of media including furniture; industrial design; works in glass, ceramics, and metal; rare and reference books; periodicals; ephemera; works on
paper; paintings; sculptures; textiles; and medals.

The Wolfsonian is located at 1001 Washington Avenue, Miami Beach, FL. Admission is free and the museum is open Thursday through Sunday, 10am-6pm.
Contact us at 305.531.1001 or visit us online at wolfsonian.org for further information.

The Wolfsonian receives generous and ongoing support from the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation; Miami-Dade County Department of

Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners; State of Florida, Department of
State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture; and City of Miami Beach, Cultural Affairs Program, Cultural Arts Council.
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About FIU

Florida International University is a Top 50 public university that drives real talent and innovation in Miami and globally. High research (R1) activity
and high social mobility come together at FIU to uplift and accelerate learner success in a global city by focusing in the areas of environment, health,
innovation, and justice. Today, FIU has two campuses and multiple centers. FIU serves a diverse student body of more than 58,000 and 240,000
Panther alumni. U.S. News and World Report places dozens of FIU programs among the best in the nation, including international business at No. 2.
Washington Monthly Magazine ranks FIU among the top 20 public universities contributing to the public good.

About the National Endowment for the Humanities

Created in 1965 as an independent federal agency, the National Endowment for the Humanities supports research and learning in history, literature,
philosophy, and other areas of the humanities by funding selected, peer-reviewed proposals from around the nation. Additional information about
the National Endowment for the Humanities and its grant programs is available at: neh.gov.

The Wolfsonian—Florida International University 1001 Washington Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33139 | 305.531.1001 | wolfsonian.org



